DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th October 2026 held at Memorial Hall at 7:30pm

Present:  Cllr N. Hogg (NH) (Chair), Cllr W. Martin (WM), Cllr A. Ammon (AA), Cllr J Stott (JS), Cllr H Mcarragher and Cllr M Lenzi.
Absent: Cllr T. Blake (TB) and Cllr C. Bowes-Crick (CBC),
In attendance: Anita Emery (Locum Clerk to Council.)
Members of Public. County and District Cllr Coleman and 4 members of the public. 

County and District Cllr Coleman reported on update on CLIF fund - £2m allocated over 3 years from May 2025 – now nearly all spent on 25 or more projects – 10 about £1m – 15 rest of £1.5, Danehill is on the waiting list for the next tranche – WDC looking at ways to improve the applications for smaller v larger. Feedback requested.  Coach and Horses ACV has been granted.
Freedom Leisure having refurbishment on leisure centres in Wealden.  Heaven Farm and enforcement case more conversations on it.  Environmental enforcement notice – query over who owns it. Need proof on water leakage. 

Duane Lawrence provided information on the Coach and Horses project.  Thanks was given to DPC for submitting ACV, which has now been approved. A Community Benefit Society has now been formed and approved by the FCA – now a legal entity and part of the community.  
Opening share offering on the 18th October at the Coach and Horses.  2 presentations 5pm and 7pm.  Community be able to download from website this Saturday the business plan and details of the share offering.  Pledges totalling more than half the amount raised.  Going to Landlords with a contingent offer on the asking price and also need business valuation.


There were no questions from the public. 
The main agenda items started at 7.43pm.
51. To accept apologies and reason for absence.
Cllr T. Blake (TB), Cllr C Bowes (CB)
52. To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda.

The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary. 

53. To consider co-option to the Council. 

Cllr Hogg proposed Heather Mcarragher and Mark Lenzi to be co-opted seconded by Cllr Ammon and the Council resolved unanimously to co-opt Heather Mcarragher and Mark Lenzi. Co opted. 
Cllrs Mcarragher and Lenzi signed the acceptance of office and joined the meeting formally. 


54. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 9th September 2026
The Council resolved to accept the minutes as a true record and the Chair signed them. 

55. Matters Arising.
Water testing upper Ouse area – looking at other insurers – Cllr Blake is dealing .  
Wilder Wealden Cllr NH has made contact with them.  Both in hand

56. Correspondence. 
(i) List – duly received. No further actions required.
57. Finance 
(i) To accept account summary 2026/27
The Council resolved to accept the report. 


(ii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The Council resolved to accept the list totalling £15348.74.  Proposed Cllr Hogg and Cllr Stott seconded 


(iii) To accept bank reconciliation.

The resolved to accept the reconciliation and this was signed as a true record. Proposed Cllr Hogg and Cllr Stott seconded 


58. To consider wildflower planting project.
Cllr Hogg reported instructed contractors to start.  Starting on the 8th.  Awaiting soil report to get the correct seed.


59. To consider maintenance works to Danehill Rec Car Park.
The Council resolved to accept the quote from AG Projects for £710 + VAT and bin store area pf £3500 + VAT plus another £400 for close board fence to go for car park works. Cllr Hogg asked for a price for a knee high sleeper wall – which would cost £2500.  Accept total £11,410 (£6800 would hopefully be paid by grant). With a contingency £2500 for the sleeper wall.


60. To consider Community Orchard update.

Cllr Hogg reported received grant funding from WDC and organising a working party – 20 people interested so far.  Mid Oct work out where the trees will go and then implement. 
61. Memorial Hall update.
Cllr Hogg reported the matter is with solicitors and charity commission.
62. Update on CLIF grant application.
 Cllr Coleman confirmed DPC are on the waiting list and will be in the next wave of tranche.

63. Update on highway gateway project. 
Cllr Hogg reported with the contractors and highways will take its time and will eventually be implemented.

64. To ratify planning decisions and review any recently received planning applications. (For all planning information and recent applications sign up for WDC alerts or visit WDC website) 

Parish Council Decisions to ratify 

Application No. WD/2026/1550/LB 
Application Type: Listed Building Consent 

Expiry date for comments: 5 October 2026 
Location: DANEHILL FARM, HORSTED LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7HP 

Description: THE PROPOSED WORKS INVOLVE THE CONSIDERED AND SYMPATHETIC REFURBISHMENT OF THE FIVE ORIGINAL WINDOWS TO THE FRONT OF THE PROPERTY, AND THE REPLACEMENT OF THE NON-ORIGINAL SINGLE GLAZED WINDOWS TO THE SIDE ELEVATION AND THE REAR OF THE PROPERTY. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1550/LB
The Council supports the application subject to neighbours representations.
The Council resolved to ratify the decision. 

Current Applications 

New Applications since the agenda was published 

Application No. WD/2026/1482/F 
Application Type: Full 

Expiry date for comments: 16 October 2026 
Location: FOREST FARM COTTAGES, LEWES ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7DA 

Description: PROPOSED CONVERSION/CHANGE OF USE OF TWO FORMER AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDINGS, AND ASSOCIATED WORKS, TO CREATE A NEW DETACHED RESIDENTIAL DWELLING. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1482/F
The Council agreed to comment on email – PC not seen application and will ratify at the next meeting
WDC decisions:

Application No. WD/2026/1407/F - APPROVED
PROPOSED TWO STOREY REAR AND SINGLE STOREY SIDE EXTENSION, PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS. 

BELLE VUE, CHURCH LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7EY

Application No. WD/2026/1280/F - APPROVED

CONVERSION OF FORMER SHOP TO ANNEXE ANCILLARY TO THE MAIN DWELLINGHOUSE, TOGETHER WITH ASSOCIATED INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ALTERATIONS TO THE DWELLINGHOUSE (AMENDED DESCRIPTION) 

WALDERS, STONE QUARRY ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LP

Appeals Dismissed. 

None 


Current Appeals 

None 


51. Councillor Reports. 

There were no further reports. 
Cllr Stott – Macmillians day at Chelwood Gate VH raised £900.  Have a jumble sale coming up.


52. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

Cllr Lenzi advised - Tuesday 20th October – liaison meeting with Ashdown Forest

Cllr Hogg looking at next year’s meeting dates and passed list to remaining council and asked for comments.

53. Next meeting : 4th  November 2026 at 7:30pm. Finance on same day prior to main PC meeting.


54. Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
To RESOLVE that in view of the confidential/special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press/public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during discussion.
None. 

Meeting closed at 7.59pm.

