DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th September 2026 held at Chelwood Gate Hall at 7:30pm

Present:  Cllr N. Hogg (NH) (Chair), Cllr T. Blake (TB), Cllr C. Bowes-Crick (CBC), Cllr W. Martin (WM), Cllr A. Ammon (AA) and Cllr J Stott (JS).
Absent: None.
In attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to Council. 

Members of Public. County and District Cllr Coleman and five members of the public. 

County and District Cllr Coleman reported on highways improvements at Wych Cross near Nutley should be completed by 19th September. She had received lots of complaints about anti-social driving and littering near the Crowborough Road. Any issues should be emailed to Operation Crackdown. 
Footpath queries should be directed to Cllr Coleman who had the details.
She reported on changes to the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) and the full council vote at WDC on the local plan on 18th September and the implications of the changes to the NPPF. She had some concerns over the proposed sites and central government policy. 

She gave a brief overview of the recent announcement on the local government reorganisation review so normal district and county elections would go ahead in 2027. 

She reported on the Wilder Wealden initiative and encouraged the Parish Council to get involved. 
She reported on a conversation with Fletching PC to raise awareness of the Dark Skies initiative and the impact of lighting for existing developments in particular for the A275 although new developments were covered by the Local Plan. The Council agreed they could add something to the next newsletter. 

She reported on the possible shareholding offer on the Coach and Horses with the setup of a community benefit society. The Council had already put in an application for a community asset of local value which it was understood was being objected to by the current owner. 

She reported on the enforcement action and planning application at Heaven Farm and was aware of the concerns of the local community and the investigation of the environmental agency and Wealden health and safety department. 
Finally she reported on a screening at Cumnor House entitled People’s Emergency Briefing on 24th September at 7pm and all were welcome to book tickets from office@cumnor.co.uk and other concerts and events in Fletching. 

There were no questions from the public.

The main agenda items started at 8pm.

32.  To accept apologies and reason for absence.

None. 

33.  To receive declarations of pecuniary and declarable interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda. 

The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary. 

34. To consider co-option to the Council.

This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

35. To Approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 8th July 2026. 

The Council resolved to accept the minutes as a true record and the Chair signed them. 

36. Matters Arising.
None. 
37. Correspondence. 
(i) List – no further actions were required. 
(ii) The external audit completion and public rights were noted and advertised as legally required. 
(iii) The correspondence on the insurance was noted and ratified for a long term 3 year agreement. 
38. Finance 
(i) To accept account summary 2026/27
Unanimously accepted
(ii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
Unanimously accepted the list totalling £10303.87
(iii) To accept bank reconciliation.

Unanimously accepted and signed as true record. 
39. To consider wildflower planting project.
Cllr Hogg reported on the quotes. 
The Council resolved to accept the quote for £3580 plus VAT and instruct works immediately. 


40. To consider maintenance works to Danehill Rec Car Park
The Clerk outlined the quotes received. 
The Council resolved to consider the matter when a third quote had been received. 

41. To consider Community Orchard update.
Cllr Blake reported on the successful application for a selection of 16 trees and is now progressing the project and Cllr Blake outlined the next stages of the progress and it was hoped it would be installed before the end of 2026 weather dependent. 

42. Memorial Hall update.
Cllr Hogg reported that the matter was now agreed and was with the solicitor who would act for the Council to act to resolve with the Charity Commission. 
The Council considered the cost of legal fees was £1000-£1200 plus VAT for Surrey Hills Solicitors to act and resolved to proceed and instruct Surrey Hills to act immediately. 


43. Update on CLIF grant application.
The Clerk reported on the frustrations of getting suitable quotes for the tennis courts and confirmed proposed actions to progress this. 

44. Update on highway gateway project. 
Cllr Hogg reported the matter was still with him and he would report on this at a future meeting. 

45. To consider proposal for Coach and Horses. 
Cllr Hogg had reported on this previously in the public section. There was nothing further to add. 
The application for the asset community of value was ratified. 

46. To ratify planning decisions and review any recently received planning applications. (For all planning information and recent applications sign up for WDC alerts or visit WDC website) 

Parish Council decisions: 

Application No. WD/2026/1042/FR 
Application Type: Full - Retrospective 

Expiry date for comments: 30 July 2026 
Location: DEACONS COTTAGE, BEACONSFIELD ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LG 

Description: RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR TIMBER GATES 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1042/FR
The Council supports subject to a positive ESCC Highways response. 

Application No. WD/2026/1407/F 
Application Type: Full 

Expiry date for comments: 10 August 2026 
Location: BELLE VUE, CHURCH LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7EY 

Description: PROPOSED TWO STOREY REAR AND SINGLE STOREY SIDE EXTENSION, PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1407/F 

The Council supports subject to neighbours representations.

Application No. WD/2026/1280/F 
Application Type: Full 

Expiry date for comments: 8 September 2026 
Location: WALDERS, STONE QUARRY ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LP 

Description: PROPOSED CONVERSION OF OF EXISTING VACANT SHOP TO SELF CONTAINED ANNEXE 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1280/F 

The Council supports subject to neighbours representations.
Application No. WD/2026/1490/F 
Application Type: Full 

Expiry date for comments: 2 September 2026 
Location: 6 VALLEY VIEW, SLIDERS LANE, FURNERS GREEN, TN22 3RU 

Description: DEMOLITION OF GARAGE AND PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION TO SIDE PROPERTY 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1490/F
The Council supports subject to neighbours representations.

Application No. WD/2026/1514/FR 
Application Type: Full - Retrospective 

Expiry date for comments: 28 August 2026 
Location: TWITTEN HOUSE, PERRYMANS LANE, FURNERS GREEN, TN22 3RR 

Description: PART RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING DWELLING, AND CONSTRUCTION OF A REPLACEMENT SELF BUILD DWELLING, TO INCLUDE EXTERNAL TERRACING AND ASSOCIATED HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING WORKS 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1514/FR
The Council supports subject to neighbours representations and approval of Environment Agency to proposed new foul water treatment facility.
Current Applications 

Application No. WD/2026/1528/MAJ 
Application Type: Major Application - Full 

Expiry date for comments: 3 September 2026 
Location: HEAVEN FARM, LEWES ROAD, DANEHILL, TN22 3RG 

Description: FORMALISATION AND EXTENSION OF THE CAR PARK TO REDUCE THE AREA USED FOR OVERSPILL PARKING AT PEAK TIMES, INCLUDING MINOR LEVELS CHANGES AND A SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEM IN THE LOWER PARKING AREA; ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS, ADDITIONAL DISABLED PARKING BAYS AND CYCLE PARKING FACILITIES IN THE UPPER PARKING AREA; EXTENSIVE NEW TREE AND HEDGE PLANTING WITHIN AND AROUND THE CAR PARK; CHANGE OF USE OF FIELD TO WEST OF CAR PARK TO A SEASONAL RECREATIONAL USE (FOR AN INFLATABLE WATER SLIDE), INCLUDING MINOR LEVELS CHANGES TO ACCOMMODATE THE SLIDE AND TREE PLANTING AROUND THE FIELD; AND UPGRADE TO EXISTING CAMPING FIELD ACCESS TO SAFELY ACCOMMODATE CAMPERS' VEHICLES AND PROVISION OF VEHICLE TRACK THROUGH THE CAMPING FIELD TO CONNECT WITH THE PERMANENT CARAVAN PITCHES TO THE NORTH 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1528/MAJ
The Parish Council strongly objects to the application and is aware of large opposition to this application from local residents. We object for the following reasons: 

1. The current development is non-compliant with Planning & the application is trying to regularise 

2. The development is not sympathetic to its location being in an ANOB & close to the Ashdown Forest 

3. The Parking area is increasing with the assumed demand whilst a SUDS surface water drainage design has been proposed we question the efficacy of the design.

4. With the increase of footfall no proposals have been made for the treatment of foul sewerage we are aware that the existing drainage is failing something that the  Environment Agency is aware of and is the subject of an enforcement notice.

5. The new vehicular access proposed to the camping field may have sub-standard vision splay and proximity to Sliders Lane junction is questionable.

6. The pollution is of concern in terms of noise, the visual amenity of the valley & the existing water course.

All decisions were duly ratified. 

New Applications since the agenda was published 

Application No. WD/2026/1621/FR 
Application Type: Full - Retrospective 

Expiry date for comments: 24 September 2026 
Location: LATCHETTS LAKES, TANYARD LANE, FURNERS GREEN, DANEHILL, TN22 3RL 

Description: RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR A HOLIDAY LET (CONVERTED AMERICAN BUS FOR UP TO 2 OVERNIGHT GUESTS) AND ANCILLARY PARKING AND AMENITY AREA. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2026/1621/FR
The Council objects to the application as it is inappropriate development and the treatment of foul water and sewage etc is not acceptable. 
WDC decisions:

Application No. WD/2026/1011/F – APPROVED 

ERECTION OF GROUND AND FIRST FLOOR REAR EXTENSION. 

KIMBERS PLACE, TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY
Application No. WD/2026/1177/F - APPROVED

VEHICLE HARD STAND AND CROSS OVER 

6 OAKTREE COTTAGES, DANEHILL, HAYWARDS HEATH, RH17 7HY

Appeals Dismissed. 


Appeal Ref: 6009704 

1 High Weald Cottages, Chelwood Gate Road, Chelwood Gate, TN22 3HL 
· The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) against a refusal to grant planning permission. 

· The appeal is made by Rasshied Din against the decision of Wealden District Council. 

· The application Ref is WD/2025/1942/FR. 

· The development proposed is described as ‘Retrospective application to regularise works undertaken to residential dwelling comprising linked rear extension and garage’. 

Appeal Ref: 6009708 

2 High Weald Cottages, Chelwood Gate Road, Chelwood Gate, TN22 3HL 
· The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) against a refusal to grant planning permission. 

· The appeal is made by Rasshied Din against the decision of Wealden District Council. 

· The application Ref is WD/2025/1943/FR. 

· The development proposed is described as ‘Retrospective application to regularise works undertaken to residential dwelling comprising linked rear extension and garage’. 

Current Appeals 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
Appeal under S78(1) Relating to Written Representations (part 1) Procedure 
by Mr Giles Wilkinson 
Site: THE ANNEXE, MOUNT NODDY COTTAGES, CHURCH LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7EY 

Proposal: REMOVAL OF CONDITION 2 OF WD/2023/2833/FA (VARIATION OF CONDITION 5 OF WD/2020/1669/F (PROPOSED REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING ANNEXE BUILDINGS) REPLACEMENT DRAWINGS SUBMITTED TO REFLECT CONDITION 5 TO BE CHANGED) TO ALLOW FOR THE ANNEXE TO BE USED AS AN INDEPENDENT RESIDENTIAL DWELLING. 

Appeal Start Date: 12 August 2026 

Planning Inspectorate Ref: 6014469

47. Councillor Reports. 
Cllr Bowes-Crick reported on the request for a gardener for another visit at £150 which the Council resolved to instruct. 
Cllr Blake reported on the climate group annual talk on 12th November at 7:30 at the club. He also reported on the water testing and insurance issues. 

48. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.
For inclusion: 

· Highway safety signage.


49. Next meeting : 7th October 2026 at 7:30pm.
50. Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
To RESOLVE that in view of the confidential/special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press/public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during discussion.

The Clerk reported on the burial ground update. 
The Council accepted the NALC update pay scale. 

The Council accepted the data process audit compliance training report. 
The Council accepted the changes to the meeting schedule and meeting arrangements as per the Clerk’s report. 

Meeting closed at 8:40pm.

