Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£15 million; or
+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

+ have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)
Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return 2025/26 - N
ity in England that either received gross income or incurréd gross eéxpenditure
N o s iat o te Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the

exceeding £25,000 must comple . .
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

» The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three partsi pagites 3to6:
"« The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.

« Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority. '
« Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

i i fore approving Section 2,
3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Stgtement, be : :
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage

before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with _
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT.

« the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

« a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026
« an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements

- notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 ; T
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the

Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be retumed to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited:
¢ Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

e Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

« Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested

rties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

Annu ance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual retum referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

e T T Lgikred o
'words‘extemal audior'have the same mezning as the Words focal audior in the Acoouns =

ist of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.
Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is property signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual

Governance Statement and the accounts.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external

auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section

2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to

the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which mus? be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July,

« You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

« Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the pank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide*.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

« Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

. The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

ompletio 0 a e ean you may not have met req e € O

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Have allhighlighted boxes beencompleted by theinternal auditorand explanationsprovided?

All sections { v
v
v
For any statement to which the response is ‘'no’, has an explanation been published? v i
v
v

Internal Audit Report

Section 1
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed

by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

R | S

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 8? v l
Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? “

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.
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public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, v |
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section 1 -An

We acknowledge as the members of:

nual Governance Statement

2025/26

.Danehill Parish Council

onsibility for ensuring that there is a s

our resp! _
f the Accounting Statements.

the preparation 0 :
respect o the Accountin:

effective financial |

1. We have put in place arrangements for r
tion of

g Statements for the year en

Agreed

ound syste
We confirm, to the
ded 31 March 2026, that:

' prepared its accounting statements in accordance

m of internal control, including arrangements for

pest of our knowledge and belief, with

‘Yes' means that this authority.

with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

management during the year, and for the prepara
the accounting statements. - — =
ts and accepted responsibi
A intained an adequate system of intemal control made proper arrangemen ’
* :g;ur::wg measures d:gigned to prevent and detect fraud v {or safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. - (A its charge.
has only done what it has the legal power to do and has

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a /
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its

finances. SICRA

complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
| inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those /
risks, including the introduction of intemal controls and/or

external insurance cover where required. R el

o considered and documented the financial and other risks it

faces and dealt with them properiy.

a competent person, independent of the financial

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and | amanged for
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting v | controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. | internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised J/ | responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from intemal and extemal audit. external audit.
| disclosed everything it should have about its business activity

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on v
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements. 4

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

‘| during the year including events taking place after the year

end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

10. We have put in place arangements for the effective IT
and Qata management in accordance with proper v
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

06/05/2026

and recorded as minute reference:

l2 (V)

www.danehill-pc.gov.uk- .

Chair

Clerk

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

A s
"ral CAvernamae -
monre and f.n,-‘,\‘f,,.;';.,g.,”,vl,w Db am YNNG DR T

s

?



gection 2 - Accounting Stat

year ending

31 March 31 March

ements 2025/26 for

panehill Parish Council -

Notes and guidance
ures to nearest £1 Do not leave any

0 or Nil balances All figures
\cial records

Please round all fig
boxes blank and report £

A
4 ZOEZJ must agreé to underlying finan
inning of the year
Total balances and reserves at the beginning 0
, Eelances oot 92,493 122,860| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
forward J to Box 7 of previous year. e
| R Total amount of precept (or for IDBS rates and levies
Z () recept o s 10 113,820 119,511| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
S ' received. o
| ded in the cashbook 1e
i Total income O recelpts as recorde
3. (+) Toal olher €S 11,398 39,771 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
' grants received.
[ i d on behalf
Total expenditure or payments made to an
4. () Satcests of all employees. Include gross salaries and .wages,
28'703 34,112 employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.
i ital and interest
i i Total expenditure or payments of cap a ' '
> r(;)pla.;),;r;m;erestlceprtal 0 0| made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any)-
,——""—’_ .
i ded in the cash-
() All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recor ¢
ol i 66,148 93,628 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).
' d of the year.

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the en
f(orzﬂard 122,860 154,402/ must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 122,860 154,402| holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authoq’ty owns — it is made
long term investments 384,381 384,381/ up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 ‘ 0 from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures in the
accounting  statements above

For gu

idance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.311t02.33.

exclude any trust transactions?

ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
| Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

=N

| certify that for the year
Statements in this Annua

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

06/05/2026

as recorded in minute reference:

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
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jon 3 - External Auditor’s Report and certificate 2025/26

Sect
Danehill Parish Council

In respect of
1 Respective responsibilities of the audito
oomp|etea|imited assu

Our responsibility aS _

assurance revi is not a full statutory audit, it
K & Ireland) and hence it

level of assurance

Standards on Auditing (U
determined that a lower :
i jowest levels of spending.

The UK Govemment has
for those local public bodies with the

the auditor is responsible for reviewing
uditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issu

Under a limited assurance review,
rdance with NAO Al

le from the NAO we!

ce—and-informatio

Accountability Retum in acco!
1. AGN 02 is availab
managemen

Comptroller and Auditor Genera I
https://www.nao.org.u e-audit-practioe/guidan
an Annual Gove

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial
a sound system of intemnal control. The authority prepares
accordance with Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the ye
. confirms and provides assurance on those matte

o External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annua

our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum is in accordance with

no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concem that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(*delete as appropn‘ate).

than that provided by @
overnance and

the Annual G
pehalf of the

Sections 1 and 2 of
ed by the NAO On

bsite —
n-for-auditors/ ;
d effective and that it has

t is adequate an )
mance and Accountability Return in

ar ended 31 March 2026 and
d responsibilities as external auditors.

rs that are relevant to our duties an

| Governance and Accountability Return, in
i ith Proper Practices and

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

the attention of the authority:

[Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify/do not certify* that we have com i
d pleted our review 0
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities und

2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

AWe do not certify completion because:

f Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
er the Local Audit and Accountability Act

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature
Date

Page 6 of 6
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Explanation of variances - pro forma
=
County ares (local councils and

ighted boxes

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highl
Next, please provide full tudi i .5_59.35.3__9135-;‘:_73-0&&_:9.

le.vaa(-!-i_!!:m
.%Eggﬁ*figa%g?xoon.ﬁ_.t:o:o:wm::-:nhooy
« variances of £100,000 or more require exp i of the % variation year on year;

« New from 2025/26 e:iuanﬁa!.aungnuoo.ooom_.aoismoxu.!_z_ieﬁig regardiess of the %
gzgi.ﬁgngégigaﬁ% exceeding £6,500,000

Explanation

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

2024/25 2026/26 Variance Variance Required?
£ £ £ %

1 Baiances Brought Foward I .

2 Precept or Rates and Levies I N e 500%
3 Total Other Receipts Il I 28373 248.93%
4 Staft Costs I SN 5409 18.84%
5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment N 0 0.00%
ARG Sty I N 270 41.54%
7 Baiances Camed Forwand E E

8 Total Cash and Short Term investments I I

© Tt Faad Asstspos Oth Long Tom e o] [N~ ©  oo0%

10 Total Borrowings
o s o i o 000%

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

NO

Explanation from smaller authority (must inc

L




Bank reconciliation — pro forma

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. It must agree to Box 8
“Year ending 31 March 2026" in Section 2 of the AGAR — and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are prepared on a receipts and p:
complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented cheques should be entered as negative figures.

Name of smaller authority: [Danehill Parish Council 7l
County area (local councils and parish meetings only): [East Sussex i
Financial year ending 31 March 2026
Prepared by (Name and Role): [Emma Fulham =
Date: 01/04/2026
£ £

Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/2026:

Current 59,558.7

Savings 448429

CCLA 50,000.0
Petty cash float (if applicable) N/A -

Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/2026 (enter these as negative numbers)

Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/2026

Net balances as at 31/3/2026 (Box 8)

154,401.6
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