Annual Parish Meeting on 8th April 2026 at Chelwood Gate Hall from 7.30pm
Minutes:      
1. To accept apologies and reason for absence.

Cllr Chessun and County Cllr Galley. 
2. To approve minutes from the annual meeting 2024. 

Duly signed as a true record. 

3. Chairman’s report and District and County Councillor’s reports. 
· He welcomed those present.
·  He outlined the gateway project to improve highway safety. He summarized a quick overview of government reorganization. 
4. Chris Bone from Wealden District Report. 

· He reported on the changes to waste collection including wider recycling collections and food waste collections which are being rolled out across the District this month. He outlined the compost process and the benefits for both cost savings and reduction in food waste. 

· He answered several queries including what could be included, frequency and possible issues. 
5. Daniel Brookbank from East Sussex Vision Support Report. 

· He reported on the outreach support for blind and partially sighted people in the County including helping with benefits to aids to help people to live with their disability and outreach to help spread the word about the organization and social groups for support. Finally he outlined the higher reach intervention service which has filled the gap from previously funded County Council services. He also outlined the need for fundraising to help run this charity.
· He answered questions re links to RNIB and Guide Dogs which he confirmed are not connected but are organisations which are worked closely with. 
6. Reports from Local Groups

· Sue Ray reported on recent successes and membership of the History Society, current projects and future plans as well as the programme of talks. She left the meeting with some copies of the programme and encouraged people to get involved by attending or joining. 
7. Questions from the Public.

· There was a question on housing targets. The Chair confirmed that WDC had a target but DPC does not have specific target. 
· There was a question on speeding on A275. The Chair reported on the gateway project and upgrading the speed indicator devices. 
· There were concerns raised about the visibility safety of the car park at the Rec. This would be referred to a Parish Council meeting. 

· There was a request for new lines for netball at the tennis courts. This could be reviewed once the court refurbishment works were agreed. 

· There was a request to improve the memorial garden access for wheelchairs. 

· There was a query re sporting and cultural events to be run in 2026. There will be a fun run on 7th June at the Rec. 

· There were thanks given to the hard working memorial garden working party. 

· There was a query on the parishioner hard copy. This would be reissued in time but needed input on content from the Parish. 
Meeting closed 8:30pm.
