Annual Parish Meeting on 9th April 2025 at Chelwood Gate Hall from 7.30pm
Minutes:      
1. To accept apologies and reason for absence.

None. 

2. To approve minutes from the annual meeting 2024. 

Duly signed as a true record. 

3. Chairman’s report and District and County Councillor’s reports. 
Chairman Introduction.

· He reported that this year 2024/25 has been quiet but also busy we are facing a Local Government reorganisation with the biggest change to local government in Sussex in 50 years – abolition of District/Borough and County Councils & a new Unitary Authority for ESCC. 
· No change to Town and Parish Councils has been indicated yet. The reorganised structure will hopefully bring about stronger community arrangements between town and parish councils and principal Local Authorities.

District Cllr Coleman Report. 

· She provided an overview of the unitary process which is ongoing and will create a mayor and unitary authority which potentially will centralise a lot of the local services and will affect local services. 
· She reported on the landmark decision for WDC against Southern Water to ensure properties had correct infrastructure for waste water and sewage before houses could be occupied. 
· There is significant funding for completion of the Local Plan and the benefits of a Local Plan versus the housing numbers required and it is hoped it will be adopted by April 2027. 

· Project Ripple has been testing for a year now monitoring quality and wildlife variety and numbers and has made an impact and it is hoped it will be expanded to the local rivers. 
County Cllr Galley Report. 

· The mayoral election will be in 2026 and the unitary elections in 2027 and the districts and county councils will be abolished in 2028. 

The Mayor will be responsible for housing and planning strategic matters in addition to infrastructure strategy. 

The Unitary will be responsible for all waste, public health, registration, planning applications, housing management, adult social care etc. He had some concerns but felt it was best to be in the priority group and it could potentially provide better and cost effective services. 
Chairman’s report. 

· He reported that the Parish Council have a full complement at the moment due to our two new Councillors who have brought down our average age considerably which is very welcome.

· Road Safety is very important the Parish Council are always trying to get improvements & repairs made on the local roads. We are considering the implementation of Village Gateways on the A275 at the entrance & exit of both Chelwood Gate & Danehill. 

· If you have any specific problem East Sussex Highways have asked us to indicate that they would like problems reported through their website as follows https://live.eastsussexhighways.com/report-problem  This could cover anything to do with Highways – potholes, drainage, overhanging vegetation, road makings etc. Have a look around your area & report your problems

· Speedwatch this group do a great job over the last year they have clocked over 500 cars exceeding the speed limit & that’s in 20 one hour slots. In the last session the top speed for one car was 72mph.

· Tennis Courts – we are looking at all aspects of how we use the Courts & trying to find a balance that will include all in the community. The Leylandii have been removed SE edge of the courts hopefully this will reduce the moss growth. We will at some point have to carry out major works to this area

· Emergency & Resilience Plan, so in the situation of a weather/storm emergency or a major traffic or other incident, we have resources to call upon to help residents that need assistance, if you can help please let our Clerk know.

· Last but not least the Councils emails have all changed  to @danehill-pc.gov.uk they are all available on the PC web site.
4. Report from  Ashdown Forest. 

Mark Pearson CEO from the Ashdown Forest had sent his apologies due to illness. 
5. Questions from the Public.
There was a question on pothole quality repairs and lack of action and criteria for repairs. Cllr Galley reported there was a new head of highways who he would 
6. Reports from Local Groups

Tony Martin reported on recent successes and lack of volunteers. 
Meeting closed 8:15pm
