

DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the public meeting proceeding the Council meeting held on Thursday 26th January 2017, at Danehill School. 
Present: D. Birchell (DB), T. Blake (TB), C. Crouch (CC), A. Goodburn (AG), R. Lewis, (RL), E. Mills (EM), N. Macleod (NM), A. Pattison (AP) and A. Martorana (AM)
In addition Roy Galley (District and County Councillor) was present. There were also members of the public present. 
Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council was in attendance. 
The Chairperson of the Parish Council, Andrew Goodburn (AG), opened the meeting at 7:35pm welcoming parishioners and confirming that the public meeting would take part prior to the formal PC meeting. The PC meeting would be open for public viewing but not participation. 
Report from Cllr Galley
Cllr Galley reported that ESCC recommendation on the precept and budget was a 4.9% increase. A 1.9% general increase and an allowed 3% social care increase. There was also £5 per household (band D) increases for Sussex Police and WDC. A proposal to scrap the Duke of Edinburgh support to save 25k was scrapped and support will continue. The schools formula had not been concluded yet. The SEN budget for special needs education was reduced from 1 million to ¾ million for 2017/18. There was an additional 1.5 million proposed for the highways budget. He had had some initial discussions with NM re highways improvements in the Parish. 
There were no matters of note except the £5 per household increase for WDC. 
Questions for Cllr Galley
Mick Wells asked about proposed housing in Horsted Keynes and the 7km rule. Cllr Galley said Mid Sussex interpretation of the development and mitigation measures was different to WDC. 
There were no further questions for Cllr Galley. 
Public Meeting
Marc Donfrancesco gave a presentation on behalf of the school funding issue. 
The history, recent issues which have led to a period of transition were all outlined. There were questions on future community efforts, fundraising and possible church funding and these were all discussed. There was a sense of urgency underlined for the Council’s decision later in the PC meeting. 
Leah Mackinlay asked for the previous minutes to be amended to include the comments from AG on the burial ground. This was agreed by AG the Clerk would action this. 
Mick Wells reported his view on the precept that it should only cover base running costs. 
Les Boatfield raised concerns about foreign aid. 
There was a query on the eucalyptus tree in the burial ground the tree warden Mike Fishlock confirmed it was on the recent tender list. 
There were some concerns over households not being contacted via the ESCC consultation on yellow lines in Church Lane the deadline was the following day. The Clerk would contact ESCC. 
Mike Fishlock asked for information on the 22ft length of oak which disappeared from Chelwood Gate. 
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43. To accept apologies and reason for absence.

None 

44. To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda.
The Chair outlined the SSALC advice and confirmed he would not be taking part in the School Proposal due to family involvement in the governing body and PTA however no other members would be deemed to have a declarable interest. 
45. To approve as a true record and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2016.
With the inclusion of the burial ground comments these were unanimously approved
46. To deal with matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2016.
RL reported both defibrillators had been installed and training would take place in the spring. 
TB reported the structural survey on Danehill Memorial Hall would take place shortly to ascertain whether the hall was structurally sound before committing further expenditure. 
47. To elect Vice Chair 
CC proposed TB and this was seconded by DB and Tony Blake was unanimously approved as Vice Chair. 
48. To adopt Correspondence Policy.
AG requested an amendment to include 3 months storage of survey results and public requests to review correspondence. 
This policy as circulated with these amendments was unanimously approved.
49. Correspondence List. 
The list had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
AG highlighted the social club reply to the noise concerns.
The residents’ concerns over the trees on Chelwood Gate Green were noted and the tree warden and RL had attended a meeting with the residents. 
The Bluebell Railway is hosting the Flying Scotsman 13th – 19th April and residents should expect some disruption.
Finally a resident Doreen Bowen Cricks had written to propose a scheme for aged and vulnerable scheme and CC agreed to liaise with her to progress this. 
50. Power of General Competence
Part 1 of the Localism Act 2011 applies a general power of competence to local authorities in England.
Section 1 (1) of the Act provides that “a local authority has power to do anything that individuals
generally may do”. The power extends to ‘eligible’ parish councils. Under the Parish Councils (General
Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 (SI 2012/965), an ‘eligible’ parish council is
one in which at least two-thirds of the members have been elected (i.e. not co-opted), and in which the
clerk has completed one of a specified range of training courses.
Recommendations:-
(i) To confirm that Danehill Parish Council has a Clerk with a Certificate in Local Council
Administration including the General Power of Competence and that two thirds of the
Council has been elected.
(ii). To adopt the Power of General Competence.
The Council confirmed that it has a Clerk with a Certificate in Local Council Administration including the General Power of Competence and that two thirds of the Council had been elected. The Council unanimously ADOPTED the Power of General Competence.
51.Finance.
(i) To report on account year to date. 
This report had been previously circulated to the Council. 
AP reported on the current position year to date there were no further questions. 
(iii) To report on ear marked reserves and confirm any transfers. 
AP reported on the current reserves. 
The following movements were proposed
	Past councils reserves 
	 Revised reserves 
	net movement 

	Burial Ground (£7,130)
	 
	 4,000 
	3130 

	Recreation (£23,043)
	 
	 10,000 
	13043 

	Playground (£15,000)
	 
	 20,000 
	(5000)

	Burial Ground Maintenance (£1,400)
	 
	 -   
	1400 

	DANEHILL Memorial Hall (2500)
	 
	 -   
	2500 

	Jubilee Green (£2,369)
	 
	 -   
	2369 

	Election 
	 
	 1,000 
	(1000)

	TOTAL 
	 49,073 
	 35,000 
	16442 



These were unanimously approved
(iv) To accept expenditure list. 
This had been previously circulated to the Council. 
2 lists totalling £19792.87 and £717.57 had been circulated for approval. 
These were both unanimously approved
(v) To ratify finance committee minutes  
These were unanimously ratified. 
(vi) To accept the finance committee recommendation to reduce the precept by 25% and adopt the proposed budget for 2017/18.
The Chair explained the budget contained running costs and project costs. The expenditure relating to running and maintenance costs would be paid when due however the individual projects would be brought back to the Council for further discussion and approval in due course. 
The precept reduction to £111,000 for 2017/18 was unanimously approved
The proposed budget with expenditure of £112690 for 2017/18 was unanimously approved
52.To consider the Forest School Proposal. 
RL outlined the proposal as previously circulated to the Council. 
The only concerns remained with the drop off point. 
The proposal to allow a Forest School to be established using the Jubilee Green was unanimously approved subject to a donation of £100 per annum and a satisfactory drop off or bus solution being finalised. 
The Clerk would finalise the agreement and liaise with the Forest School. 
53. To receive reports from Parish Councillors.
CC reported on the market surgery dates for 2017 18th March 20th May 23rd September and 18th November. 
CC reported the next Weald link meeting was on 8th February. The increase planned for 2017/18 was 1.6%. 
CC reported the next Ashdown Forest meeting was on 22nd March. 
CC reported she had now met John Wood Sussex and Surrey Emergency Planning Officer and would provide a report shortly. She thanked volunteers for an emergency plan and would be in touch in due course. 
EM reported the Danehill Memorial Hall report was on the website. The new dishwasher was fitted and the survey was instructed. AG asked EM to confirm when the AGM would take place. 
DB reported the Chelwood Gate AGM would be on 22nd February and the hall has recently raised £450 for peanut ward. 
TB reported on the 2 current appeals from change of use to residential. 
RL reported that 2 new tennis nets had been ordered to be installed when courts were cleaned. 
RL reported he had met the tree warden with residents to review beech trees on Chelwood Gate green. A tender had been prepared by the warden to lift the canopy of two trees and remove the odd coloured tree. There were no concerns re visibility or safety. 
RL also reported he had met the ranger from Ashdown Forest regarding the area behind Jubilee Green and despite some expenditure the area remained quite damaged by weather and horses etc but there was no further expenditure planned. The error re the fence placement was outlined and the rabbit fence would require moving within 9 months. 
AG reported he had received a report from the youth worker on the first 100 days. He was planning on attending a ‘hot potato’ meeting on 11th May and EM expressed a wish to attend. The youth worker will present at the July PC meeting. 
54. To consider Planning Applications.	
Application No. WD/2016/2976/F
Location: MARTEN COTTAGE, COACH AND HORSES LANE, CHELWOOD LANE,
RH17 7JF
Description: USE OF EXISTING ACCESS TO CREATE NEW DRIVEWAY TO
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY AND CREATION OF PARKING/ TURNING
ARE IN GARDEN. NEW GATES AND LANDSCAPING.

Application No. WD/2016/2930/F 
Location: CUMNOR HOUSE SCHOOL, LONDON ROAD, DANEHILL, RH17 7HT
Description: CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE-STOREY EXTENSIONS TO THE
EXISTING DINING ROOM, NEW SINGLE-STOREY KITCHEN OFFICE
EXTENSION AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ENTRANCE
FOYER. ASSOCIATED EXTERNAL ALTERATIONS AND HARD AND
SOFT LANDSCAPING WORKS.

Both applications were unanimously supported by the Planning Committee. 
55. To receive update on highways / speed reduction scheme and possible county funding. 
NM outlined the discussions with ESCC and the plans for speed monitoring in the spring and possible street furniture to demark boundaries. Speed indicator devices were also discussed.
No further action was required until the speed data and ESCC response re potential sites was available.  
The bin stickers with the speed limit were discussed. 
The Clerk confirmed the stickers were provided by Sussex Police and would ask Sussex Police to provide some to the Parish if possible.
56. To consider School Proposal for funding. 
AG left the meeting and TB took the Chair. 
The proposal for a 10k grant to the school had been outlined to the Council in a paper prior to the meeting.  The results of the newsletter response were confirmed at 95 in favour 10 against. Some Cllrs would like more information and an ongoing relationship to evolve to ensure the School makes progress and does not need repeat funding. 
EM proposed that the Council provide Danehill School a grant of £10,000 in 2017/18 financial year on the basis of close monitoring and regular updates seconded by RL. The proposal was unanimously approved
Date of next meeting 23rd February 2017 Chelwood Gate Village Hall. 
Meeting closed at 9:42pm 
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