DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Danehill Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 24th November 2016, at Chelwood Gate Village Hall.

Present: D. Birchell (DB), T. Blake (TB), C. Crouch (CC), A. Goodburn (AG), R. Lewis, (RL), E. Mills (EM), N. Macleod (NM), A. Pattison (AP)
In addition Roy Galley (District Councillor) was present. There were also members of the public present. 
Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council was in attendance. 
The Chairperson of the Parish Council, Andrew Goodburn (AG), opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

28.    To accept apologies and reason for absence.
A. Martorana (AM) apologies were accepted. 
Peter Roundell (District Councillor & Chairman of Fletching PC) apologies were accepted.
29.    To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of   any matter on the agenda.
The Chair reminded Cllrs and AG, NM, EM and RL declared a personal declarable interest in the School agenda item. 
30.    To approve as a true record and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2016.
To approve minutes of the Parish Council dated 27.10.16. 
These were approved as a true record of the meeting by unanimous vote and signed by AG.

31.    To deal with matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held   on 27th October 2016. 
EM reported that the handrail discussion with Danehill Village Hall required action.
AG reported that the Nursery meeting was yet to be completed.
RL reported that Steve Tilling had been notified that the Forest School had been approved subject to conditions and more information. 
The Clerk reported that ESCC had taken back the consultation process for the yellow line match funded project. 
32.    Correspondence. 
The list had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
The telephone box consultation from WDC was reviewed the Council were originally minded to retain the red boxes and were less interested in the modern boxes but this was reviewed with the public later in the meeting. 
Mrs Fishlock correspondence on reducing / removing the precept was noted but the Council would not be reviewing the precept until the Finance meeting – The Clerk would respond to Mrs Fishlock. 
Mrs Benson correspondence was noted re North end of Church Lane and the Clerk would respond. 
33.    To receive reports from County and District Councillors.                                                                             
Cllr Roy Galley reported on possible NHS and ESCC collaboration to share the responsibility of social care. 
He would chase up the highways matters with ESCC. 
34. Meeting opened for the public to express a view or ask a question on any subject relevant to the Parish.
There was a request re the Finance meeting – AG confirmed a meeting date would be publicised shortly. 
Parishioners reported roadwork and bus diversions with little notification had caused inconvenience to parishioners. The Parish Council could add information to the website if they received notifications but it was agreed the bus company should be posting notices on the actual bus stops. 
There was concern over the removal of telephone boxes when the mobile signal was poor – The Council would hold fire on a decision until more consultation had taken place.
The Clerk was asked to reply to the WDC consultation on phone boxes accordingly noting concerns. 
35. To accept the standard Council policies as circulated. 
These had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
AM had proposed some amendments and the documents amended were unanimously approved. 
The Clerk would add the policies to the website. 
36. To accept the Code of Conduct. 
This had been circulated prior to the meeting and was unanimously approved. 
37.   To review and accept proposals for a defibrillator scheme. 
NM provided details of the three quotes for 2 machines for the Parish. 
The quote for Andrew Deptford was the best value and was proposed. 
There were additional costs for paediatric pads at the Chelwood Gate site and electrical connection and community training. The Council agreed accessibility was key and both village halls were good locations. 
The Council unanimously approved the proposal for 2 defibrillators and unlocked cabinets sited at both village halls and associated costs up to a total of £3850. 
38. To review and accept proposals for a newsletter. 
The plan for a quarterly printed newsletter was outlined. It was hoped in time some parishioners would choose to receive the newsletter and other Parish Council communications electronically. 
This proposal for the newsletter with associated costs of £2400 per annum was unanimously approved. 
39.  To review proposal for additional funding for Danehill CEP School 
The Chair outlined the rules for Parish Council spending and confirmed the Council had supported the previous Council’s agreement to grant £10,000 earlier in the year. 
There were limits to this type of funding and further consultation was required if more funding was to be agreed. The Council may also need to grant themselves the Power of General Competence to enable them to spend money as ordinary people can i.e. not replace statutory spending from the Education Authority but for capital projects. 
There were Cllrs that had an interest in this matter (EM, AG, RL, NM). At this point though the Chair confirmed no decision would be made at the meeting and therefore invited EM to read out her report on the funding issues as the School Liaison to the Council. 
The Chair of Governors also provided information on the current position and possible need as well as current fundraising initiatives. 
The Chair opened the meeting for questions from the public which the Chair of Governors answered. The Council also questioned the school representatives. 
It was unanimously agreed the Council wanted time to consult with the community and also requested more information on the long term strategy from the School and therefore this matter would be deferred to the January meeting. 
40.  Finance.
(i)  To confirm the current bank reconciliation. 
This report had been previously circulated to the Council. 
The bank statements and reconciliations had been seen and agreed and signed off by AP up to the 30th September 2016.
(ii) To report on account year to date. 
This report had been previously circulated to the Council. 
AP reported there were no items of concern. The whole year to date had been input onto the new accounting software and the information could now be analysed.
All the expenditure to date would be reported to the whole Council in more detail and the Finance Committee would be meeting shortly to review the budget and precept. 
(iii) To report on ear marked reserves and confirm any transfers. 
This had been previously circulated to the Council. 
AP reported on the current reserves. 
These reserves would be reviewed in more detail at the finance committee and recommendations brought back to the Parish Council.
(iv) To accept expenditure list. 
This had been previously circulated to the Council. 
This was unanimously approved.
(v) To confirm membership of East Sussex Pension Fund for the Clerk Emma Fulham from October 2016 as per contract of employment. 
This was unanimously approved.
(vi) To review funding request from Danehill Memorial Hall for £6048.00 in 2017/18. 
The Council reviewed this proposal and whilst acknowledging the need felt that before more money was spent on the aging hall that a structural report should take place to ensure the building’s structural integrity and future maintenance requirements. 
TB proposed that a structural survey was arranged prior to the floor request being approved up to a budget of £1000. This was unanimously approved.
(vii) To confirm funding for speed date devices up to £2000. 
NM reported on the benefits and the costs of funding several sites to record speed data. It would not necessarily lead to highway improvements as there were strict ESCC criteria for new works but it could guide the Council in its decision process for future proposals and to lobby for changes and improvements. 
The proposal was unanimously approved and sites would be agreed with ESCC for implementation early in 2017.
41. To receive reports from Parish Councillors.	
a) Cllr Mills report.
(i) She reported on the Danehill Memorial Hall meeting in regards to future development on the recreation ground. 
It was agreed this possible development required further consultation. 
b) Cllr Crouch report.
(i) She reported on the success on the recent Cllr surgery.  There had been concerns over visibility near Danehill Memorial Hall with bins. 
Barcombe Landscapes agreed with RL to cut back the hedge to improve visibility and move to 2 cuts per annum in future. 
(ii) Weald link had confirmed 8 local people use the shopping service and another 15 locals used the service for adhoc trips. 
(iii) The Parish Liaison meeting reported an increase in thefts from cars. There was also a report of cows chasing people behind Trees car park off the A22. 
(iv) The meeting with WDC emergency plan representative John Wood was postponed till the end of January. There would need to be a local call out for volunteers for the emergency contact list as the current list was out of date. 
C) Cllr Goodburn reported he had visited the burial ground and inspected the extension and was doubtful about long term viability and this would need further investigation.
There were no other reports. 
42. Planning Applications for consideration
These applications were deferred to a planning meeting on 6th December 2016.                                     
Date of next meeting 26th January 2017 7:30pm Danehill School 
Meeting closed at 21.50
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